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A Juſt and Impartial 


CHARACTER 


OF THE | 

CLERGY 
9 O F | 

The C HuRCH of England, ; xc. 


ER MAJESTY having been graciouſly 

pleaſed to communicate to Her Parliament, Her 
Intentions of providing for Her Poor Clergy, by 
giving Her Revenue of Firſt Fruits and 'Tenths 
Vip towards their better Maintenance: And the 
Parliament having , at Her Majeſty's Inſtance , ſeconded 
and promoted theſe Her Pious and Charitable Purpoſes 
both by extending the Date of Her Majeſty's Bounty, an 
by enabling others to follow Her Royal Example: This 
noble and unparallel'd Benefaction hath (as every thing 
that is New and Great uſes to do) given riſe to much Dif 
courſe, and to many different Reflexions, according to the 


different Diſpoſitions and Views of the Perſons who have 
conſidered it. 
A 2 All 
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1 | C4] 
All Men agree in admiring that exceeding Goodneſs and 
Largeneſs of Heart, which bath given to Her Majeſty, 
over and above all Her other Princely Endowments ; and 
this laſt Inſtance of Her Munificence is allowed by the 
moſt perverſe Interpreters of the Actions of Princes, to be 
an : Warns Proof, that She Loves our Nation, and our 
Charch. * | | | | 
The Poverty of the Clergy is almoſt as well known, as Her 
Majeſty's Goodneſs. That there are many of them. 
very meanly provided for, is acknowledged by all forts of 
Perſons, even by thoſe who wiſh the reſt of them in as 
Low a Condition; as well as by ſuch, who think it a Scan- 
dal to our moſt Holy Religion , that any of the Miniſters. 
| of it ſhould be confined. to ſo flender a Maintenance. 
3 Tho? there are. very few, either Friends or Enemies to 
| the Church , who can at preſent imagine , that there are 
ſuch Numbers of Poor Clergy. , as upon. a Survey, there 
| | will be found to be; or that thoſe among them, are 
1 Poor, are ſo very Poor, as it will appear they are, when 
an Account is brought in of the full Value of their 
Livings. 
| Some who profeſs to like this Charity. extremely ,. ( as-. 
3 | indeed there are none that have the Confidence. to profeſs- 
1 otherwiſe) pretend to be afraid, that Her Majeſty's Bounty. 
may not. be managed with that Advantage to the Church, 
| . as it ought to be; they are under ſome Doubts , leſt it 
42 ſhould not be fairly. and equally. diftributed, and they can't. 
1 tell, but ſome e Uſe or other may be made of it. 
2 But. all Objections of this Nature, if they are not already. 
Anſwered by. Her Majeſty's Character , who is known to- 
intend-nothing elſe but the True Intereſt of the Church and 
People of England, will (I doubt not) be throughly taken . 
away, by the Orders and Directions She will think fit to 
give for the Regulation of this Charity, in Her Charter of 
Incorporation, which is ſuddenly expected. 185 
On the other ſide, thoſe who are real Friends to the 
Deſign now ſet on Foot, and r p Þ Her Majeſty, 
and Her Two Houſes of Parliament, for Augmenting the 


a” 7 — - — — 4 
—— — —  . Kõ—.du::. RO — —— ——ũ— m — - — wo # — - 7 * — * 


1 „ 
Maintenance of the Poor Clergy, reckon up abuhdance of 
Advantages that are likely to accrue from it. 

They ſay, That by this Means, not ouly a great many 
particular Miniſters, whoſe Livings are raiſed, will be en- 
.abled to ſupport themſelves and their Families, and will 


find more Reſpect from their Pariſhioners, than they now 


do;. but that much more Credit will be retrieved ro the 


whole Order, by taking off the Contempt, which the 


Poverty of many. of the Clergy had brought upon them; 


and that this will very conſiderably tend to the Advance- 
ment of . — when a great many Pariſhes are ſupplied 
with-Perſons b 


now are. 


but the Gentry alſo will find their Account, in the inten 


etter qualified, and more reſpected, than they 


They are likewiſe of Opinion, That not only 88 
ed 


Augmentation of Poor Livings; becauſe, when this hath 


taken Effect, many of the younger Sons of Gentlemen will 


be better, and more honourably taken Care of in the 


Service of the Church, and ſo become more Uſeful Sub- 


jects of the State, than at preſent they can be; conſidering 


the Scanty Proviſion commonly e for them, and the 
Education and Employ- 


great Difficulty. of finding ſuitable 
ment for them any other way. 


It is ſurther ſaid, among many other Things which are 
brought, to ſhew how far the Uſefulneſs of this Charity 
may extend, that. both Gentlemen and other Freeholders, 


in thoſe Pariſhes. where the Livings are augmented, will 


find themſelves ſomewhat. caſed in their Taxes to the 


Queen, and very much in their Aſſeſſments for the Poor; 
who will be ſure to receive a great deal. of Relief from 


their Minifters, as ſoon as they are capable of ſparing 


it. from the Maintenance of themſelves and their Fa- 


milies. 


Theſe are the common Subjects .inſiſted upon, when the 
laſt Act of Parliament in Favour of the Poor Clergy is 


talkt of. But I ſhall endeavour both to juſtifie, and re- 
commend Her Majeſty's Charity expreſſed in that Act, from 


another Head, which, tho' little touched upon in common 


Diſcourſe., ſeems to me of great. Weight and Moment 5 
| | this 


a 


"> 
aA 


this caſe; and that is the Character and Temper 


L 62 


.of the Engliſh 
Clergy : Of which, I hope to give ſuch an Account in theſe 
Papers , as may fatisfie the World , That they are worthy for 
hom Her Majeſty ſhould do this. | 


Now the firſt and principal Branch of their Character I 
take to be this; That they are generally plain, ingenuous, 
undeſigning Men, who are utter Enemies to all ſorts of Ar- 
tifice and Craft-in Matters of Religion, who teach the Word 
of God in Simplicity and Sincerity of Mind, and make -it 
their buſineſs to diſcourage every Inſtance of Superſtition and 


Bigotry they meet with; who neither impoſe upon Mens 


Faith, nor Lord it over their Conſciences, nor ſooth any 
Man in a falſe dependance upon particular Opinions or 
Practices, without a through endeavour to do the Will-of 


God in all manner of Virtuous and Holy Converſation. 


Prieſt-Craft is a word which hath ſerved many a Man for 
a full Anſwer to all the Arguments that have been brought 
in Defence of Religion; and John Dryden's celebrated Text, 
that Prieſts of all Religions are the ſame , has been taken for 
true Goſpel by thoſe who believe no other. But if it had 
not been for the Clergy of the Church of England, theſe. 
Gentlemen, who are now ſo free in their Cenſures of them, 
would have found themſelves, at this time, under all the 
Hardſhips and Oppreflions that Prieſt- Craft could deviſe , 
without the liberty of Complaining ; and without daring 
to inſult the Tricks and Impoſitions of Popery „ with the 
ſame Boldneſs they now do the plain and ſimple Truths of 
Chriſtianity. | Artie 

For to the great Learning, Integrity, and Courage of the 


Engliſh Clergy , do we owe that Bleſſed Reformation of 


Knowledge and Religion which at preſent we enjoy. They 


*were the Men, who, upon the firſt Dawnings of Light up- 
on them, after a thick and univerſal Darkneſs; had long 


: — Reigned in theſe Parts of the World, diſcovered the Frauds 
1 2 2 and e which were crept ng the Church of God : 
„ ſe" „ They aſſerted the true Ancient Faith of Chriſt againſt all the 

| 2 Aus "ez *©{alſe Gloſſes and Additions wherewith it was diſguiſed ; and 


they convinced the World, that it was Truth alone, and 
| | Truth 


> 


. 
Teuth of the higheſt importance, which they contended for, 
by many. Loſſes and Sufferings, and by Death it ſelf, the 


laſt and moſt undoubted Witneſs of the Faithſulneſs and 
Sincerity of Humane Pretenſions. | | 


And ever ſince that time, as often as any occaſion hath 


offered, they have. conſtantly purſued the ſame Deſign of 
expoſing all the Tricks and Artifices of the Romiſh Church; 
and of guarding the Faith : againſt all Corruptions and Iin- 


poſitions from every Quarter: A late eminent inſtance of * 


which, we have in the great Zeal and Integrity which 
They ſhewed, at a time, when thoſe, who now Lay Prieſt- 
Craft to their Charge , would upon the leaſtpreſſure, have 


put themſelves under the. Conduct of craftier Prieſts than 


ours, o as to become their Tools and ' Inſtruments in 


' eſtabliſhing a Lie, and in perſecuting thoſe that contend- 


ed for the Truth. 
Thus have our Clergy behaved themſelves upon all Oc- 


- Caſions, with a clear Courage and Sincerity, with reſpec to 


the Religion they-maintain : and agreeable to their conſtant 
Practice is their Doctrine, now and always taught by them. 
For none of them pretend to be Hallible themſelves, 
or to ſubmit their Judgment to any that are ſo. They 


profeſs to take all their Religion from the Scriptures 


of the Old and New Teſtament, and the Writings of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, who, for 300 Years and more, were 
Men of ſuch Characters, and in ſuch Circumſtances , as 
exempted them from all thoſe Suſpicions which ſome of their 
Succeffors were liable to. | 

Both the ſacred Writings, and all other whatſoever, upon 
which they ground their Faith, are open to every Man, in 
the beſt Editions and - Tranſlations that the moſt Learned a- 
mong them could give us; who have alſo taken all the care 


and pains imaginable , to fix the Authority of each Book, 


and to determine the Time and Circumſtances of every con- 


ſiderable Action, in which the Hiſtory of Chriſtianity is 


concerned. A 


If They have been miſtaken in any of the Original Do- 3 

ctrines or Facts which they believe; or if they have made 
any wrong Deductions from them, either in Point of Opi- 

7 nion 
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nion or Practice, the Prefs is open, and ch 
hear what any Man has to ſay; and, upon 


There being no Doctrine or Practice whatſoever in the 


they have juſt Reaſon to magnifie their C 


ö 


* ready 60 
alter whatever they have taken up upon inſuſſicient grounds: 


Church of England, which is of more Concern or Advantage 
to our Clergy than the contrary, upon any other account 
than as it is true; unleſs it be thought a matter of Intereſt in 
them to maintain, that thoſe who wait at the Altar ought to 


lire by the Altar, when tis very manifeſt, that they could 


have lived much better any other way , in which they had 


thought fit to employ themſelves. 


Then, as to the Exerciſe of their Miniſterial | , tho 
1 of God, and Stewards of bis Word, 
ing appoin e Meſſengers of God, and Stewaras of his Wore 

yet do they not uſe any indie Ways of gaining the Eſteem, 
Affection, or Admiration of thoſe who are committed to 
their charge. They pretend to no extraordinary Gifts either 
of Miracles, Prayer, "Preaching, or Interpretation ; nor do they 
aſcribe any other Virtue or Efficacy to the moſt ſolemn Ac 


of their Miniſtry, than what has expreſly annexed to 


ry 
the Obedience of thoſe who ſerve him in the way he hath 
preſcribed. Beſides which Obedience to the Inſtitutions of 
God, whatever renders both theirs, 
ons and Religious Performances 


they teach) nothing elſe but the good Diſ 


and the Peoples Devoti- 
table to God, 

itions of Mind, 
with which they are offered ; which are Gifts, as They 
ſhare in common with other Men, according as they are 
the Will of 


_— or leſs ſincere Believers and Doers o 


And if we ask them concerning the ge they uſe in 
their Holy Offices, and all the Manner Circumſtances of 


their Pablick Worſhip, they profeſs to have no other Rules to 
go by, but thoſe of Decency and Order, ſuch as ſeem to 
them, in the Places and Times they live in, to be moſt ſuit- 
able to thoſe Notions of Reſpect and Reverence which ob- 

tain among Men. | 
In their Sermons and Writings , they make their conſtant 
Appeal to the Scriptures, which contain that ſound Form of 
Werds ficſt publiſhed to the World, and to thoſe other An- 
8 e Client 


dient Hooks, which hate witneſs to the Scriptures; and give 
; 2172 howithey were received and underſtood in thoſe 


s which immediately followed the Publication of them: 
nd they declare upon all Occaſions, that they cannot go 
beyond the, Word: of | the Lord thus delivered to them, to ſay 
leſs. or more. They deſire: not to be believed upon their 
own Authority, but call upon all Men every where to 
ſearch. the Scriptures, and to examine+the Ancient Re- 
cond, „ that ſo, They may try Ther Doctrine and Works 
: . Wo 23G PL j 
1 ' They. apply all thoſe Advantages. of Learning, which 

| They have got: hy their particular Education; to render 

the Sacred Writings: plain and eaſie to all Capacities, To 
this end, They have diſmiſs'd all Ohſeme and Allegorical 
Ways of- Speaking, they have ſeparated' Religion from Phi- 

; loſophy and, even in Matters a, Revelation, they diſtin- 
guiſh —— curious Speculations. and neceſſary Truths ; in- 
2 -Principally upon the latter in all their Diſeour- 
— . —mm̃ ůu , ‚ . Ann 1: 

And in preſſing what is neceſſary, they are very care- 
ful not to break the Strength and Power of Religion, 
by dividing it; and are continually N Men not 

co put their confidence, in being zealous for ſuch or ſuch 

1 particular Doctrines; conſtant to ſuch Religious Practices 

| and Cuſtoms; firm to ſuch a "Communion or Church of 
Chriſtians, or in any the like Pretences; but to keep the 

Whole Faub pure undefilad, and to abound in all man- 
ner of Good Mork. 

They think it more proper to apply to the Reaſon than 
the Paſſions of Men; and therefore do they deliver the 
Meſſage of God to. them, with à Gravity and Seriouſneſs 
ſuitable to the importance of what they ſay ; without 
any Arts of recommending Themſelves: more than their Do- 
&rine.to the People; which is, now eſpecially, ſo gene- 
ral, and fo diſtinguiſhing a Character of the Clergy of 
our Church, that, if any among them endeavour to raiſe 
themſelves a Name, either by long Prayers, or long Sermons ; 
| loud, or extempore Diſcourſe; or by any extraordinary Emoti- 
ons of Spirit, or Geſtures of the. 2 or by ** 
eir 
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their Doctrine to the corrupt Palate of ther Hearerw: 
Theſe Men are ſure to meet with the leaſt Eſteem among 


their Brethren, however thay may be cried up by thoſe they 
8 


intend to pleaſe: It being the current D of the 
Church of Englend, that the Miniſters of it are only Mef: 
{engers.,, Who are tied down to the plain words of their 

Meſſage, (the Authotity of Which, they wholly and fole- - 


ly depend upon as coming from God); and that all the 


various Ways and Methods of delivering it, are meer He- 
mane Attainments, for which they challenge no Confideras 
tion or Reſpea. to themſelves upon a Nelgia Account, 
Theſe are the common Sentiments of the Clergy:,. with 
regard to their Duty of Preaching and Inſtructing thoſe 
under their Charge : And they look upon all other Ways 
of Addreſſing to them as improper: . Tho they have Charity 
to believe, that thoſe who make ule of wrong Metheds of Ap- 
plying to the People, do it not always with an ill Intention. 
And, as They perform all the ſolemn Acts of Divine Wor- 
ſhip which belong to their Adminiſtration, without aſcris 
bing any extraordinary Power to themſelves, or intrinfick 
Value to the Ordinances,_ any further than that God hath 
ardained-ſuch things to be done by the Hands of fuch Men; 
and. conſequently will be beſt pleafed to be ſerved in the 
Way he hath appointed; ſo alſo, where ever, they perceive 
the People inclined to lay too Lg upon any of theſe 


outward Ordinances pertotmed by the Miniſters of God, | 


ſuch as Preaching, Praying, Abſolution,” Sacraments, & c. they 
are extremely careful to diſcourage all ſuperſtitious Opi- 
nions concerning them; which; upon the leaft counte- 
nance from them, would be very apt to prevail, and 
which they might eaſily convert to their own Credit and 
Advantage, if they. were not more concern'd for the Ho- 
nour of God and the true Intereſt of Religion, Many In- 
ſtances of which wrong Diſpoſition of the People, and ho- 
neſt Zeal of the Clergy. to ſuppreſs it, there are very few 
Pariſh Miniſters but could furniſh the World with. 

And indeed, I do notknow any ſuch utter Enemies to all 
kind of Superſtitias, and all ill-grounded Perſuaſions whatfoever 
in the whole Maſsof Mankind, as the Clergy-ot the Cburch of 


5 England. 


5 A 
Deland. Tho they do not deny; but that there may be 

ſuch a thing as Witchcraft now; That in theſe. our Times 
as well as formerly, there may be 4 aritions, and many o- 
ther extraordinary Events, above the utual courſe of Nature; 
and that Men may be ſometimes forewarn'd by Dreams or 
W#aking Impreſſions of what may happen; yet there are no 
Men whatever more diffident of common Relations con- , 
cerning theſe Matters, none more induſtrious to diſcover - *% 
any Fraud or Impoſture of this Kind; and no Men make 
leſs uſe of what cannot be diſcoyered to be falſe. For they 
aſcribe every thing of this Nature to the unſearchable Ways 
of God; Without building any particular Doctrines upon it, 
_ or'drawing any Conſequences from it, for their own Bene- 
fit of Honour: Much leſs do they believe, that the Truth 
_ of. the Chriſtian Religion needs any ſuch Foreign Support. 
And all other Ways of foretelling what's to come, either 
by the Stars, or by any other, more Ludicrous, tho' not | | 
leſs reaſonable, way of impoſing upon Mankind; as like- 
wiſe Omen, and all Diſtinctions of Times and Things in- a | 
to Lucky and Unlucky, &c. with every thing of this Stamp, 

they look upon as fit only to be believed by ſuch Perſons 

whoſe Underſtandings are not made to imbrace what's Rea- 
ſonable and juſt. | | 


This I take to be a very fair Character of our Cler- 

„ with relation to that Office they bear in the Church 

God. The next thing I ſhall advance in their behalf, 

zs, that they are true to the Intereſt of their Coumt x. 

I know very well that it hath been objected to tliem of 

late, chat they maintain flaviſh Doctrines, prejudicial to 

rhe Laws and Liberties , of England, and tending to favour 

_ Arbitrary Power. But the whole of this Matter (as far as 

an impartial Man can judge, who is no way concern d to 

juſtifie himſelf upon this Head.) is in ſhort this; That moſt, 

of our Divines, in the Reign of King Charles the Second, 

preach'd up what. is commonly called Paſſive Obedience, which h | | 
one Role think by the Titie of it, were a vety harmleſs x 

Dogtine,, and. ought. not: to expoſe the Defenders: of it to | 
any mare Sufferings than as” they had obliged themſelves -_ 
" 2 


to 
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to bear: But ſo it is, that tie poor Clergy 9 
ſerably perſecuted fes this Opinion, in "a" wore mannet 


. obeyin 
| '* This, Lfay, is fo. well regulated in our Government, and 


bus been mts 


than they were ever like to ſuffer! by it. Twill propoſe the 


Notion fairly to the World, together with che grounds the 
Clergy. went upon, and their Behaviour ſince, and then 


been to blame upon this Account. 


Now the Subſtance of what they taught concerning Paſ- | 


Aide Obedience,” as far as ever I could underſtand them, was. 


this; That Government in general wis appointed by God: 
as neceſfary to the good of Mankind; and that conſe- 
quently 'we were obliged to obey thoſe Who were ſet over 
us for Conſcience © ſake: That the Supreme Authority of 
this Realm of England, was, by the particular Laws and 
Conſtitutions of our Country, lodged in our Princes, accor- 
ding to ſuch Limitations in the Exerciſe of it, as they had 
conſented to, and bound themfelves to obſerve : That in 
all Matters relating, to Government, which were not con- 
trary either to the Laws of God, or the Land, we were every 
one of us obliged to obey the Commands of our Princes to. 
the utmoſt” of our Power: And: that in all ſuch things, 
where they exceeded their juſt and legal Bounds, and where 
the Laws of our Country had provided no other Remedy 
for us, there it was our Duty to ſubmit patiently to any 
Hardſhips that might be laid upon us for difobeying an ille- 
gal Command, rather than to break the Laws of the Land 


lation of chem. 8 
That the Laws of the Land are the full and adequate Mea- 
ſure of Government, and Obedience was always ſo acknow- 
ledged a Propofition. among our Divines, that I cannot at 
preſent recolſect any of them that ever taught the contrary. 
And indeed, ſuch admirable care is taken by our Laws, that 
out Princes ſhogld not violate them, not only by making 
al their Miniſters and: Inſtruments accountable for every. 
egal Action that is done, but by laying a neceſſity upon. 
the Prince himſelf, to puniſh them in his Publick Courts, for 
eying his privete Wil in any thing contrary to Law: 


* l there 


our ſelvur, in order to right our ſelves againſt the Prince's vio- 


/ 


| 93 
chere ure ſo many Perſons appointed, as Checques one upon 
mother, in the Proceſs of every Order 7 ye . . | 
Prince, that if any of thoſe concerned in Executing an 
Hlegal Command, would but decline their A&ive Obedience 
in ſuch Caſes, or if any of thoſe impower'd to prevent, 
obſtruct, or puniſh every Breach of Law, would but do theiz 
Duty as they are required by Law to de, there would never 


be any Occaſion for other Subjects to exert their Par. 
Obedience. © © be 


. 
A 
* 


But 2 7 

ſhould find. Subordinate Officers enow to concur with him 
in Oppreſling his Subjects, contrary to Law; it was then 
the Opinion of out Divines, that thoſe who had no Le- 
gal Power granted them of defending themſelves againſt 
uch Oppreſlion, ſhould chuſe to bear their Sufferings 
patiently, with an humble dependance upon God for his 
Affiſtance in due time; rather than have recourſe to ſuch 
Methods of Redreſs, as were in no wiſe warranted by the 
MEER ͤ nd inet in, 

And that They made the Law the ſole Rule of Conſcience 4 es 
in this Caſe, is Fry plain from their Conduct and Beha-- 

viour , as well as from their Writings and Diſcourſes. _ For 
when they Preachd and Writ, That it was not awful für 
Sabjefs to take up Arms, upon any. Pretence whatſoever, without 
4 Commiſſion from their Prince ſo to do, &c. it was at a Tm 
when both they and other Perſons were commanded to- 
Declare ſo: And I. dare Hgage.c0 prove that, when che 
Doctrines of Kingly. Power and . Nom-refiftance were at the 
height, the higheſt Expreſſions uſed in the Sermons of thoſe. 
e of A#s Parlia- 


* 


Times, never exceeded the Languag | 
ment. But when that Declaration was called in, and the < 
Law was delivered in more moderate and wary Terms, ; 
the Clergy. conformed their Diſcourſes and Behaviour to 
them. They have not indeed retracted their former Do- 
arine:, nor aſſigned any-Caſes, in which it is lawful for 
Subjects to reſiſt their Princes; becauſe the Law hath made 
no Declaration upon this Head neither. But if I may be 
allowed to ſpeak. what I imagine to be their Senſe in this 
Point, it is this: That nothing but Apparent Neceſſity can 
N "Ws a ju ſtifis 
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ng it ſhould fo happen, that any prince * . 


iuſtiſie Subjects in ta r 
as are directly and expreſly | 
Law, as it now ſtands ; 


g himſelf. 


and when the 
Ns about it, any thing 
in ſuch a Caſe, the'Miſery.and Deſo- 
the unavoidable Conſequence of Vio. 
Tent Meaſures , from what Part foever they come. And 
when we are ſure to be in a worſe Condition by our 
Reſiſtance, than by fitting till ; ot when this is only very 
_ . probable, "any other Men, as well as Divines, can decide | 
what oughtto be done. © r 
As to the Aﬀettion of the. * the Preſent Government, 
1 do not belieye'there were any Men in the Kingdom bet. 
ter pleaſed, than they were, to ſee Her Majeſty upon the 
Throne, before they had this, particular Obligation to-Pray 
for Her long and proſperou#Reign over us. And, as the 
lately gave us moſt eminent "Proofs « inft 
Popery, and of their Firmaiels to "the & 
both in Church and State, by their Preac 
and ( as far as the Law allowed them to go 
Oppoſition. to all III 
Time, when they di 
depart from their Paffi 
085 made, b 
them againſt a 
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_ who! wiſh to them upon other Accounts, are apt to 
cer their Enmity, with this plauſible Accuſation , That 
_ they ace of a Perſecnting Spirit. But this Lam ſure. is a very 


— Diſcourſe, in Anſwer to 4 Letter concerning Toleration : The Pts fu Gowr: 
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rately maintained, that 'twas lawful and proper, to Puniſh 


of our Church; when their Conſcientious Diſſent was nos 
founded. upon ſuch Principles-as were plainly inconſiſtent 


with the Safety of the State: I go not, I fay, know of ang ,/? 7. ... 
Bock, written by 4 Dixine of an Tharacker among 1 . £ . ag 


them by way of Puniſhment for their Falſe Opinions, nor 
_ direatly to compel them. to come into our Commu- 365: Py 2 2 


and which , without ſuch Admonition, he ſuppoſes, they |- 
would never hearken to, or conſider as they oughe. This 
zz the utmoſt of what this Author contends for; and even. 
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ie iy MY EO IO UG arugula: fs 1 
Ansther ching, which , in my Judgment, diſtinguiſhes 
the Clergy of "the Church of Egli from moſt other 
Teachers of Religion, is, Their Moderation , with reſpet#- to 
ent Fom them. I am throughly aware that choſe, 


Falſe. Charge upon the Body of the Clergy, who have 
never, by any Publick Act or Declaration, given. the World 
the leaſt Reaſon to believe, that chey approve of any kind 
of Severity upon che Account of Religion. And, as to the 
Opinions of particular Men among them, tho' ſome. per- 
haps may. hass delivered themſelves too looſſy or warmly 
upon this Head , at ſome certain Iunctures, when a Con- 
currence of Inflaminig Circumſtances hath over-powr'd 
their Judgments ; yet I cannot remember, at preſent , that: 
I ever read any of our Divines, who calmly and delibe- 


Men meerly for not Conforming to the Laws and Cuſtoms- 


ge, 


where this Docttine is expreſly taught, unleſs it be . Aber ba 


| | 
Author of. which-(if it be the ſame that T have heard) is | 
indeed a grave, ſober Divine ; . But the utmoſt Severity IS 
he allows to be uſed towards Diflenters, is only ſome ſmall. 
Pecuniary Penalties ; and thoſe are not to be laid upon [ 


— 


nion; but only to oblige them to attend. to, and examine 


thoſe A ents , Which are urged for their Conviction : 
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ius moderate qualified Severity ke hath ſince, (as I hare 
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been told) upon further Reffexion, given up, ahd quitted 2 5 
as not juſtifiable by the Chriſtian Religion. , "Fn 
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_ Af! the” Apotogtes that have cver Been made, either by 
Clitrch-Nen or States. Men, of 'our "Compmilnion', for 
the Pena Laws now in force among us, are framed wholly 


upon theſe Grounds :' viz. That the 'Perſong Who are 


ſibjat to elieſe' aws, had been ſed by their particular 
vale les eo Ae the Peace of che State before they = 


1 * PT) * ; | : , 
were made; that the fame Pripeiples would continually 
overnment, 2 


diſpoſe them to attempt Alteratiobs in the Govertimment 
Illegal Methods; That the Laws were made chiefly f 
Terrour, in order to prevent Hiſtuchances; and Were never 
put in Execution, but upon fome”treſh Propoestion. give - 
1 
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and that if the Perfons liable to ſuffer by themzould gide 
effectual Security to the State for the God Behaviour,they 
| ſhould be as ſure of Eaſe and Protection, as any other 


Members of the Commonwealth.” pdt 
But, Whatever were the Grounds of making ſuch Laws, 
it is certain that the Clergy have no hand in the Execution 
of them; neither do they like or appthve chem any. further, 
or upon any other Account, than as they ſhall be found, 
- * by thoſetwho'ſit at the Helm, to be e plainly, and directly ne- 
© ceffary to preſerve the preſent Conſtitution of our Engliſh 

_ ©. Government. _. They did not in any wile , either by their 
Applications, Writings, or Diſcourſs > *endeavour to oppoſe 
the Toleration; when it was moved * thoſe who” were 
proper. judges, and Gua us of the Safety and-Intereft of 
the Nation: Nor have they made any Steps towards get- 
ting it Repealed, or ſhewed.chemſelyes diſcontented at its 
continuance, ſince. All that they ever wilked might have 
been further, provided for in hat Act was ; That the Per- 
ſons allowed to Preach in any Separate Congregation; might 
be as well known, and the Bounds of their Doctrine 2s 
well ſettled, as they are in the Church .of England: That 
ſo, no other ſort of Teachers or Docttines might creep in 
after the Toleration, than werte intended to be allowed it. 


And, as. this is the Temper of the Clergy, with re- | 
gard to thoſe Paſſions of Cruelty, Bigotry, and Revenge 2 
ow”. * Which 


OW 


Cw: [| 
which I take them to be as free: from, 25 any fart; of Men 
in the World; ſo will I undertake further to Juſtifie their 
Moderation,” with reſpect to Gain and Power. 
Covetouſneſs is a Vice ſo little imputed to the Clergy, 
that they are more generally Arraigned for the contrary 
Fault, of not making due Proviſion for their Families; tho 
I am confident, this is alſo very often not the Fault of the. 
Men, but their Circumſtan ce. ae 
There is no Inſtance to be produced, where a Clergy- 
Man hath gained any thing to the Revenue of the Church, 
more than did of Antient Right belong to it; but there 
are abundance of Churches leſſen d and impaired in their 
Yearly Income, either by the Neglect of the Minifters,in 
demanding and collecting their Dues ; or for want of their 
aſſerting their Right to what was denied them; or by their 
making unskilful Compoſitions, and ſuffering prejudicial Mo- 
dus's to take place: All which is to be aſcribed to theſe 
two Cauſes ; Their being wholly taken up with their Spiri- 
tual Buſineſs and Learned Studies, and their great deſire to 
preſerve Peace; and avoid Contention in their Pariſhes. | 
- And, for any other extraordinary Ways of making a Gain 
or Profit of the People, over aud above what accrues to them 
from the Legal Eftabliſhment of their Dues, I know of none 
that are practiſed among them. Nor indeed is there any 
Ground or Foundation for ſuch Practices in the Church of 
England. For Doctrines, there are none profeſſed or allow- 
ed among us, which have any tendency to inrich the Cler- 
gy, or to bring any thing into the common Treaſury of the 
Church. What our Miniſters receive, both for their ſtated 
Attendance on their Duty, and. for Occaſional Offices, is no 
more than what is allotted them by Law, and they are con- 
tent with their Portion be it great or ſmall: And, be they 
never ſo induſtrious and careful in the diſcharge of their Fun- 
&ion, they neither require, nor inſinuate their expectation 
of more than is due to them. a 
And, for a further - juſtification. of the Clergy upon this 
Head, I ſhall particularly conſider their Conduct with rela- 
tion to Sick Perſons; becauſe ſome have pretended to fear, 
leſt they ſhould take a of Mens Weakneſs in 2 
| | a Con- 
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by thofetwho'ſit at the Helm, to be plainly-and directly 
- _ © ceffary to preſerve the preſent Conſtitution of our Ex 
Sovernment. They did not in any wiſe, either by tl 
Applications, Writings, or Piſccurſe, endeavour to oppoſe 
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been told) upon further Reflexion; given up, and quitted; 
as ges juſſihable by the Chriſtian Reigen. | 
Ae rcd chat have cver Been tuade, either by 

| CfHurch- Men or 72 ny ok our 'C union, for 

_ the Pena Laws now in force among us, are framed wholly 
upon theſe Grounds :' vix. hac the 'Perſongs Who are 
fübizer to echeſe aus, had "been .* their particular 

Principles to diftugb: the Peace of che State, Betore"they 

were Tolls + that the fame Pripeiples would continually 

diſpoſe them to attempt Alterations in the Govertumenr, BY 

Illegal Methods: That the Laut were made qhiefty 

Terrour, in order to prevent Diſturbances; and Were never 

put in Execution, but upon fome” freſh Provocation. given; 

and that if the Perſons liable to ſufferbythemizould give 2 

.effecual Security to the State for thewGoodBehaviour,they 

| ſhould be as ſure of Eaſe and Protection, "as any other 

Members of the Commonwealth, . 

But, Whatever were the Grounds of making ſuch Laws, 

it is certain that the Clergy have no hand in the Execution 
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he. Toleration, when it Was moved by thoſe. who” were 
1 proper] adges, and*Guardians ef the Safety and-Intereft of 
the Nation: Nor have they made any Steps towards pet- 
ting it Repealed, or ſhewed.chemſelyes diſcontented at its 
continuance, ſince. All that they wer wiſned might have 
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been further, provided” for in h Ac was ; hat che per- 


ſons allowed to Preach in any Separate C ation} might 
be as well known', and the "Bognds of he! £9 
well ſettled, as they are in the Church . of "England: That 
ſo, no other fort of Teachers or Doctrines, might creep in 
after the Toleration, than were intended to be allowed it. 


And, as. this is che "Temper of the Clergy, with be- 
gad to thoſe” Paffions of Cruelty, Bigotry, and Revenge ; 
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wich I take them to be as ſree from, ag any ſart of Men 


in the World; ſo will I undertake further to Juſtifie their 
Moderation,” with reſpect to Gain and Power. 
Covetouſneſs is a Vice ſo little imputed to the Clergy, 
that they are more generally Arraigned for the contrary 
Fault, of not making due Proviſion for their Families; tho 
I am confident, this is alſo very often not the Fault of the 
Men, but their Circumſtances. | , N ti ne” 
There is no Inſtance to be produced, where a Clergy- 
Man hath gained any thing to the Revenue of the Church, 
more than did of Antient Right auf to it; but there 
are abundance of Churches leflen'd and impaired in their 
Yearly Income, either by the Neglect of the Miniſters in 
demanding and collecting their Dues; or for want of their 
aſſerting their Right to what was denied them; or by their 
making unskilful Compoſitions, and ſuffering prejudicial Mo- 
dus's to take place: All which is to be aſcribed to theſe 
two Cauſes; Their being wholly taken up with their Spiri- 
tual Buſineſs and Learned Studies, and their great deſire to 
preſerve Peace; and avoid Contention in their Pariſhes. | 
And, for any other extraordinary. Ways of making a Gain 
or Profit of the People, over aud above what accrues to them 
from the Legal Eſtabliſhment of their Dues, I know of none 
that are practiſed among them. Nor indeed is there any 
Ground or Foundation for ſuch Practices in the Church of 
England. For Doctrines, there are none profeſſed or allow- 
ed among us, which have any tendency to inrich the Cler- 
gy, or to bring any thing into the common Treaſury of the 
Church. What our Miniſters receive, both for their ſtated 
Attendance on their Duty, and. for Occaſional. Offices, is no 
more than what is allotted them by Law, and they are con- 
tent with their Portion be it great or ſmall: And, be they 
never ſo induſtrious and careful in the diſcharge of their Fun- 
&ion, they neither require, nor inſinuate their expectation 
of more than is due to them. - ., 118i: | 
And, for a further - juſtification: of the Clergy upon this 
Head, I ſhall particularly conſider their Conduct with rela- 
tion to Sick Perſons ; becauſe ſome have pretended to fear, 
leſt'they ſhould take A of Mens Weakneſs in Eee 
. | a Con- 


| D 18 1 5 
4 Condition, to difpoſe them to give more to the Church 
than it was proper for them to give. But this is the moſt 
groundleſs Suſpicion that could poſſibly be entertained of 


them. "= — 8 > oo | 9780 5 
For, They are not eager to thruſt themſelves upon People 
when they are Sick; they very rarely go to them before they 
ae ſent for; and they are feldom ſent for , to Perſons of 
any Subſtance, till all their Worldly Concerns are ſettled, 
and they are juſt ready to depart. And the Reaſon why they 
are not forward in proffering their Service to the Sick, nor. 
the Sick in defiring it, is, becauſe it is the conſtant Doctrine 
of our Clergy, that a late and Death-bed Repentance is ex- 
treme s and very little to be depended upon; that 
when a Man is dying, their Miniſtry is of leaſt uſe and ef- 
fect to him, becauſe he is then leaſt capable of doing what he 
hath put off to that time, and leaſt able to judge of his own 
Condition; and whatever the Miniſter can then do for him 
(if his Liſe had not been hitherto anſwerable to his Profeſſi- 
on) there can be but very little hope given him, that this 
will avail him any thing hereafter. And, if he had lived 
well before, the Miniſter can only ratifie and confirm his 


well-grounded hope, and recommend him to that God whom 


he had faithfully ſerved. What Profit or Advantage then 
can accrue to the Clergy from all this ? Me er 
Tis true indeed, They are commanded to exhort Sick 
Perſons to Ad, of Charity ; but then they tell them, that what - 
ever hath been unjuſtly gotten muſt be reſtored; and what- 
ever is juftly due to any Man muſt be paid; and a compe- 
tent Proviſion muft made for their Family and poor Relati- 
ons, before there can be any. Place for other Charity. Then 
as to the Charity that is given, tho' they tell them that it is 
the beſt way of diſpoſing of what they have to ſpare, and tho 
it may be better, or at leaſt mare tolerable for them in the 
Day of Judgment, for Works of this nature, than if they had 
beſtowed their Goods to other Uſes, yet they aſſure them, 
that there's. vo compoſition to be made with God for their 
Sins, and that whatever they give, either to the Church or 
the Poor, it will not be accepted. by way of Atonement for 
wicked Life, but, notwithſtanding all their Gifts and Ob- | 
| | tions, 
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lations, they muſt anſwer for every evil Deed they have done, | 


which a true and unfeigned Repentance, has not wiped away. 
And; as all their Exhortations to Charity are thus guarded, I. 


will venture to ſay this farther of them, that I never heard 
of any that in their Applications to Sick Perſons, upon this 
Subject, ever ſolicited them to do any thing either for them- 


ſelyes or the Church in general; tho' I do not know a more 


uſeful ſort of Charity in the World, than what Her Majeſty - 


hath now recommended to us by Her Noble Example. 
But the ſureſt way of judging of what they are like to at- 


tempt for advancing the Intereſt of the Church this way, is to 


conſider what they have done already: Becauſe, if their In- 
fluence be as great as ſome have been pleaſed to repreſent it, 


ſome Effects of it will certainly appear; and yet, upon the 


ſtricteſt Inquiry that can be made, I believe it will be found, 


that they have not hitherto done any great matters either for 


themſelves or the Church. For tho there hath been a liber- 
ty given; by: Act of Parliament, for theſe forty Years paſt, for 
any Patron of an unindowed Vicarage , to reftore the im- 
propriated Tithes that formerly belong'd to it, and to every 


per An. There hath not been much beſtowed upon the 
Church ſince; and thoſe few Gentlemen who have laid out 


their Charity this way, have done it in their life-time, at 


their own motion only, or induced by the Example and Ar- 


the Solicitations, much leſs-Spiritual Promiſes, or Threat- 
nings of Clergy-men, in the Seaſons of Weakneſs and Fear : 


of the Order to produce. 


Neither have they conſulted their own particular Intereſt, 


uments of that Learned Lay-man Sir Henry Spelman, and not 


A ſingle inſtance of which, I defie the moſt bitter Enemies 
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other Man to augment-what poor Living he pleaſed to 1001. } 


more than tliat of the Church in general: For ſhould we 


look over the Wills at Doctors Commons, we ſhould find but ve- 
ry few Legacies left to Miniſters of the Church of England, 
by any of their Congregation ; very ſeldom the reſpect of 
Mourning, without a Funeral Sermon for it, which common- 
ly makes it a hard Bargain. And there are as few voluntary 
Preſents made to them by any of their rich Pariſhioners, while 
liring, tho their Labours, may oſten deſerve, and their * : 
Wi 8 | ances.” 
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 Fances want ſuch Aſſiſtance. Which could never ſo fall my, 
1 


if our Clergy did not induſtrioufly, and conſcientioufly avo 
all indirect ways of engaging the Affections of their Hearers, 
and turning them to their own benefit; which is a Talent, 
that (if we may judge by thoſe that exerciſe it) requires no 
great ſtock of Cunning' or Wiſdom , when a Man can give 
himſelf leave to proſtitute the Digniry of his Character to 
ſuch baſe and unworthy Ends. But, thanks be to God, we 
have very few who wait at the Altar, that can allow thefnſelves 
to take any unjuſt, fraudulent, or unbecoming-ways of living 
by it. But eſpecially, with relation to the Sick, they have fo 
lictle Deſign of gaining by their Death, that it is the general 
Practice of our Clergy , to refuſe whatever is offered them 
for their Attendance upon Men in their Illneſs; tho', by the 
importunity of Mens Friends, and their ſuperſtitious Expecta- 
tion of the Effect of what's done at ſuch a time (notwithſtand- 
ing all thatis told them to the contrary) Miniſters are forced 
ſometimes to ſpend more of their time this way, than they 
can well ſpare from their other (as they truly believe) more 
neceſſary Duty. off ore 5.4 
Nay, ſo far is it from being a general Imputation upon our 
Clergy, that they mind their own Intereſt too much, and are 
too intent upon the things of this World, that tis really look d 
upon as matter of ill Report among them, for a Clergy-man 
to raiſe an Eſtate out of the Church, tho' it be done without 
the leaſt breach of legal Juſtice, and with no more Care and 
Application than what Men of other Profeſſions think them- 
ſelves obliged to uſe, to avoid being cenſured for indiſcreet 
Management. And, it there be any of them who do not a- 
bound in Acts of Hoſpitality and Charity above other Men 
of the ſame Rank in point of Fortune with them, they are 
eſteemed by the reſt of their Brethren, to be wanting in their 
Duty. | 
I cannot but remark one extraordinary thing more in Their 
behalf upon this Head; which is this: That, when the Church 
is ſo very meanly 2 for, that, by the computation of 
ſuch as have look'd more particularly into this matter, there 
are about Three thouſand Livings in England and Wales; 
none of which exceed the Yearly Value of Thirty Pounds. 


Two 


L214 


Two thouſand of which are not above Twenty Pounds . Lear 


apiece, and a thouſand of thoſe not above Twelve Pounds 

An. This, I ſay, is much to be wondred at, that, when there 
are fo many poor Livings now'in England, which have been 
fo ever ſince the Reformation, there ſhould be found, for fo 
long together, Perſons enow tolerably qualified to ſupply 


them, and that, in all this time, they ſhould make no publick 


Repreſentation of their Poverty to the Government , and 
ſhould not uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to ſolicit a better Main- 
tenance for themſelves, with the ſame Zeal, tho' leſs Out- cry 
and Noiſe, than every little Branchor Society of Traders and 
Workmen do, when they find themſelves in a worſe conditi- 
on to ſubſiſt than they uſed to be; tho' their Hardſhip, in the 
common courſe of things, is like to end much ſooner. There 
can be no other reaſon given of this theic extreme Patience, 
but that the Church of England Clergy have learn'd, in at- 
ſoever State they are, to be better content, than any other ſort 
of Men would be in the ſame. _ 


Which Obſervation will hold true of them, with reſpect to 
Power as well as Riches, For, as there is bardly any Eſtabliſh- 
ed Church upon Earth which hath leſs Power than ours hath, 
ſo there is none that hath more freely given up what they 
once had, and more eaſily bore the diminution of what re- 


mained to them ſince. All that they now deſire, is, to pre- 


ſerve. what is left, and to employ it all in the corre&ing and 
amending themſelves, and in promoting true Religion and 


Virtue among others. This they look upon to be the princi- 
pal End of all the Power they are intruſted with, and they 


eſire, not only to be permitted, but to be called upon, and by” 2, 2 Sn. 
F- 


all proper and legal Methods to be obliged to exerciſe it this 
way: Want of Diſcipline (which is indeed want of Power) 
being one of the chief Objections made to our Church by 
thoſe who. diſſent from it. GR ee Way 

The Temporal Honours and Privileges they enjoy, they 
look upon only as Guards to their Charatter, and upon no 
other account to be deſired, or maintained, but as they ſerve 
to protect their Temporal Rights, and to render their Mini- 
ſtry more effectu l. 
c D n Theſe 
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Theſe are the moſt publick, and moſt diſtinguiſhing Bran- 
ies of the Character of the Englifh Clergy, And, as to their 
rivate Virtues, and Qualifications, it muſt be owned, That 
they are Men of like Paſſions and Infirmities with others, 
and an goat that there muft be Faults and Defects a- 
mongſt them. But this I will venture to ſay, That theſe are 

neither ſo great, nor ſo common, _ as what are found amon 
other Men : But were they greater than they are, yet thoſe 
who deſpiſe the Clergy for their Poverty, and hate them for 
their Care to preſerve and propagate Religion, are, of all 
Men, the leaſt qualified to throw Stones at them, either for 
their want of Learning, or Morals. 3 | 


» 


But, whatever Faults the Clergy are guilty of, they are 
perfect Strangers to all Art and Hypocriſie : They are an open, 
free-hearted, gratefui ſort of Men ; and, tho' perhaps theſe 
Qualities may ſometimes betray them into an imprudent 


Warmth, and an unguarded Declaration of their Sentiments, 


yet there are no Men more true to their Profeſſions and Pro- 
miſes, none more ready to do all good Offices to their Bre- 
thren, none more ſenſible of any Kindneſs or Favour ſhewn 
them, and none moregrateful to theirFriends than they are ; 
as, I doubt not, will be plainly feen upon this Occaſion, not 
only in all inſtances of Loyalty and Reſpect to the Queen, 


which they are bound to upon many other Accounts, but in 


the Honour and Eſteem they will always pay to thoſe Per- 
ſons, who have been moſt active in promoting Her Majeſty's 
gracious Intentions to them. v2 | 
And, bleſſed be God, they have found many great and 
zealous Friends, upon this Occaſion, and, which renders their 
ood Offices more valuable to them, they have had the ſatis- 
faction of knowing, that they were regarded in this Matter, 
as Miniſters of God, and Teachers of Virtue and Religion, and not 


only as a Party of the State. 


For thoſe Gentlemen who were traduced for deſigning on- 
ly ſome private Intereſt, or State-end, in promoting the Bil 
againſt Occaſional F have ſhewn, by their diſintereſted 

t 


ey meant the Ad- 
vantage of the Eftabliſhed Church by the other, whether they 


judged right, or no, as to the Time and Confequences of it; 
f which 
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which I will not pretend to determine. And ſuch as did not 
think fit to concur with their Friends in the former Meaſures, 
but were hearty for this laſt Act, have given us ſufficient reaſon 
to believe, that they alſo wiſh well to the true Intereſt of Reli- 
gion, and the Eſtabliſhed Church, tho' they did not judge, that 
a Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity was, at this juncture, ſeaſonable 
or proper. 

Thoſe who were alike zealous in their Oppoſition to both 
theſe Bills, have given us no light yet to diſcover, whether they 
are Friends to the Church of God among us, or not. But, ſince 
, they profeſs to be Members of our Church, and are, I veiily be- 

lieve, moſt of them, of no other ; I hope, they will, by their 
generous Contributions to this Charity, in their. own Way, con- 
vince us, that they did indeed like the thing, tho they did not 
approve the whole Methcd of Eſtabliſhing it. 
And truly, I have good reaſon to believe, as well as hope, that 
the generality of all forts of Men, of what Party and Denomi- 
nation ſoever, (excepting only the Irreligious and Prophane ) 
will be Friends and Well-wiſhers, and thoſe of them, who are 
able, will be contributors alſo to this Work, in proportion to their 
Fortune and Condition. 
There are, I am afraid, ſome Perſons, ſo little ſenſible of the 
neceſſary Influence of Religion in ſupporting all Government 
and Society, and ſuch implacable Enemies to the Clergy, becauſe 
they tell them the Truth, that they will not encourage a Profeſſion 
of Men, whoſe Lives, Doctrines and Characters, upbraid them with 
their offending the Law, and object, to their Infamy, the Tranſgreſſings of 
their Education; but did they conſider how much they are behol- 
den to their Miniſtry for the ſafe enjoyment of all their Pleaſures 
and Advantages, they would think it worth their while to con- 
tribute to the Maintenance of Perſons, who were to teach their 
Children, Servants, and Tenants, to perform thoſe Duties to- 
wards them, without which, they would ſoon be reduced to 
worſe Circumſtances than the poor Clergy are now in. 

I know. of no other ſort of Men that can be ſuppoſed to diſlike 
this Charity, unleſs it be ſome of the wild and illiterate Sects of 
Diſſenters, who are Enemies to all Humane Learning, and a Regu- 
lar Miniſtry. But theſe are Men of no Account in any thing re- 
lating to Religion or Government, as having taken painsto . 

them- 
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themſelves leſs capable Judges of what's reaſonable and juſt, than 


mY 
a. 


they were otherwiſe enabled to be, by the meanneſs of their na- 

| tural Underſtanding, and Condition. \ | 
| All the other Diſſenters will be diſpoſed , by their Libgrality 
; and Reſpect to their own Miniſters, to acknowledge, that we 


ought to have the ſame regard for ours; and ſince they would 
not undertake to ſupply ſo many thouſand Livings as are now 
propoſed to be augmented, for the Salaries which at preſent be- 
long to them, they do not, I am ſure, think us ſo far eſtranged 
from the true Principles of Chriſtianity, but that they had rather 
theſe Livings ſhould be ſupplied by the Ableſt Miniſters we can 
ger, in our way, than that che Goſpel ſhould not be preached in 
thoſe Places. 7 / 5 8 
Nay, I do not deſpair, but many of them will be contribu- 
tors too, as believing this to be the likelieſt way for their on 
Miniſters to enjoy what they have without Envy, when the Cler- 
gy of the Eſtabliſhed Church have a ſufficient Maintenance as well as 
they; and their Miniſters may be the more willing to allow them 
to contribute, upon a proſpect of creating,:by this Means, a bet- 
ter Underſtanding between Them andicheEfRtabliſhed Slergy, 
that fo, upon a due Compliance on theif Hide, and Moderation 
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